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requests will be responded to quickly 
and efficiently. 

When information technology moved 
to the desktop, Mr. Griffith managed 
the introduction of personal computers 
as individual workstations in CRS. Be-
fore the Internet and the World Wide 
Web, Mr. Griffith pioneered the use of 
optical disk technology for preserving 
and disseminating information to the 
Congress. 

Mr. Griffith was a champion of inter-
agency cooperation in the Congress. 
When a high capacity data communica-
tions network was established on Cap-
itol Hill, he led an interagency group 
that resolved issues related to data ex-
change. This was the first step in the 
Internet-age. In 1997, when the Con-
gress requested a new legislative infor-
mation system, the LIS, Mr. Griffith 
assumed a leadership role as the CRS 
coordinator and worked closely with 
the Senate, the House of Representa-
tives, the Library of Congress, and the 
Government Printing Office to develop 
and implement the new system. Today 
the LIS home page has over 4 million 
hits per year and is the primary re-
source for legislative information for 
Members of Congress and their staff. 

Mr. Griffith’s skill in leading inter-
agency efforts extended to other initia-
tives as well. He is a recognized leader 
in efforts to implement XML tech-
nology consistently for legislative data 
and he has championed improvements 
in security initiatives to protect crit-
ical databases and ensure continuity of 
operations in the event of disaster. 

Although Mr. Griffith is retiring 
from the Congressional Research Serv-
ice, he will continue to contribute his 
professional expertise to the scholar-
ship of legislative information. In 2006, 
through a Fulbright fellowship, Mr. 
Griffith will study the legislative infor-
mation systems of the European Union 
and several European countries. He 
will be joined by his wife Jane 
Bortnick Griffith, who is the former as-
sistant chief of the Science Policy Re-
search Division of CRS and a Govern-
ment information specialist in her own 
right. 

Jeffrey C. Griffith has served the U.S. 
Congress with distinction for 30 years. 
The leadership and knowledge he pro-
vided has greatly benefited the Con-
gress and the American people and his 
advice and counsel will be missed. His 
retirement now provides him the time 
to pursue study in legislative informa-
tion systems that will continue to ben-
efit all of us. I congratulate Jeff on a 
distinguished career and wish him and 
Jane the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 

pleased to have this opportunity to rec-
ognize the 60th anniversary of the 
United Nations. 

In 1945, as World War II was ending, 
representatives of 50 countries met in 
San Francisco, CA at the United Na-
tions Conference on International Or-

ganization to draft the Charter of the 
United Nations. On October 24, 1945, the 
Charter achieved the required number 
of signatories for ratification, and the 
United Nations officially came into ex-
istence. Today, 60 years later, I am 
proud to reflect on the United Nation’s 
many successes. I would also like to 
use this occasion to highlight the vital 
importance of building an even strong-
er United Nations for the future. 

The United Nations was established 
with the primary purpose of providing 
a forum for the nations of the world to 
resolve issues without resorting to war. 
It has achieved many successes on this 
front, the greatest of which is that we 
have not had a world war since the 
United Nations was founded. For those 
regions of the world that have endured 
conflict, the U.N. Department of Peace-
keeping Operation has facilitated more 
than 67 peacekeeping operations and is 
credited with negotiating more than 
170 peaceful settlements that have 
ended regional conflicts. 

Through the World Health Organiza-
tion, the U.N. has combated the spread 
of pandemic diseases and continues to 
provide lifesaving drugs and medical 
care to millions of people around the 
world. Another U.N. program, the 
World Food Program, has served as a 
lifeline to millions of people who would 
otherwise face famine. And the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization has helped raise 
the female literacy rate in many devel-
oping countries around the world. I 
commend the United Nations for these 
outstanding achievements and the 
countless others it has made during the 
last 60 years. 

But despite these many successes, 
there is still a long way to go. First 
and foremost, the United Nations must 
be reformed from within. In recent 
months, there have been far too many 
troubling incidents involving the 
United Nations, ranging from the Iraqi 
oil-for-food scandal, and the tragic sex-
ual abuse cases involving peacekeeping 
troops in the Congo and elsewhere—and 
rightfully so; these acts were most 
egregious. These types of activities 
cannot continue if the United Nations 
is to receive the support and legit-
imacy it needs to tackle the challenges 
of the 21st century. 

If the United Nations is comprehen-
sively reformed from within, then it 
will find itself in an even better posi-
tion to meet its larger goals. According 
to the United Nations’ own figures, 
nearly a quarter of the children in the 
developed world are malnourished, and 
in a number of places in the world, the 
poor are actually getting poorer. I am 
pleased that the United Nations has 
embraced these challenges through the 
establishment of the Millennium De-
velopment Goals, which range from 
eradicating extreme poverty and hun-
ger to combating the spread of HIV/ 
AIDS, malaria, and other diseases. But 
there is much work to be done if these 
goals are to become reality. The inter-
national community must commit to 
working together. The only way to 
achieve real progress on these fronts 

will require consensus, partnership, 
and unity of effort on the part of all 
nations of the world. For this reason, a 
strong United Nations is more impor-
tant than ever. 

I congratulate the United Nations on 
its 60th anniversary and look forward 
to doing my part to ensure its contin-
ued success in the future. 

f 

INDIANA NATIONAL GUARD IN 
HURRICANE KATRINA RECOVERY 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend the hard work and 
selflessness of the members of the Indi-
ana National Guard for their efforts to 
rebuild the gulf coast in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. Helping others in 
need is a longstanding Hoosier value, 
and there is no question that the peo-
ple of Mississippi and Louisiana needed 
help from all States following such a 
terrible natural disaster. Our Indiana 
Guard members, and those from many 
other States, answered that call for 
help, and deserve to be recognized for 
their work. 

The Crescent City is a far cry from 
our Hoosier State, but the men and 
women of the Indiana National Guard 
have made New Orleans their home 
away from home as they work to re-
store the city to its pre-Katrina great-
ness. Throughout Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi, hundreds of our Guard mem-
bers are helping in all aspects of the re-
covery efforts, by clearing neighbor-
hoods, helping evacuees and restoring 
order to the chaos left by Katrina. 

Work like this is part of what makes 
America great. Over the past month, 
we have witnessed countless acts of 
tremendous heroism and heartwarming 
generosity performed by complete 
strangers working to help others 
weather this storm. Americans from 
across the country came together to 
give money, food, clothes, and shelter 
to people they will likely never meet. 

Indiana’s reaction to this terrible 
tragedy has made me proud to be a 
Hoosier. Our Guard members left be-
hind families and loved ones—many of 
whom they have been separated from 
during long tours of duty overseas—to 
come to the aid of other families and 
help them rebuild their lives. In a true 
example of Hoosier hospitality, hun-
dreds of Indiana families have opened 
their homes to evacuees in need of 
shelter. Many Hoosiers have donated to 
nonprofits like the Red Cross, and 
members from local police and fire sta-
tions have traveled south to offer their 
help. 

Whether defending our freedom over-
seas or rebuilding in the face of natural 
disasters at home, the members of the 
Indiana National Guard represent the 
best of Indiana and America. They sac-
rifice time with loved ones and travel 
thousands of miles to shoulder some of 
the heaviest loads in the cleanup ef-
forts. Most importantly, their work 
gives people hope that life can return 
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to normal and that the towns dev-
astated by Katrina can be rebuilt. For 
leading the way and reminding us of 
our ability to recover from such 
storms, the Indiana National Guard, 
and all volunteers working in the gulf 
today, deserve our thanks. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I was necessarily absent for yes-
terday’s vote on the Protocol of 
Amendment to the International Con-
vention on Simplification and Harmo-
nization of Customs Procedures. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on the treaty. 

f 

PONTIFICAL VISIT OF HIS 
HOLINESS ARAM I 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
am pleased to join the Armenian Amer-
ican community in welcoming the up-
coming Pontifical visit of His Holiness 
Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House 
of Cilicia. The Pontiff will be visiting 
the State of California this October at 
the invitation of His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Moushegh Mardirossian of the 
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church of America. 

His Holiness is one of the most 
prominent Christian leaders in the 
Middle East and a spiritual leader for 
hundreds of thousands of Armenians 
around the world. The Pontiff pres-
ently serves as the Moderator for the 
World Council of Churches which is 
comprised of more than 340 churches 
from different cultures and countries 
around the world representing over 400 
million Christians. Currently serving 
his second term, His Holiness is the 
first Orthodox and the youngest person 
to be elevated to Moderator. 

The theme of the Pontiff’s visit is 
‘‘Towards the Light of Knowledge.’’ 
This theme reflects the Pontiff’s faith 
that only with greater education and 
dialogue can the world’s conflicts be 
addressed properly. 

I take this opportunity to not only 
thank The Pontiff for his time and 
worthy endeavors in California, but 
also thank the sizable Armenian com-
munity which has been actively con-
tributing to the California culture and 
economy since 1878. California cities of 
Los Angeles and Glendale are home to 
the second and third largest popu-
lations of Armenians outside of Arme-
nia and are important members of 
their communities serving as business 
leaders and city council members. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HARRIS H. SIMMONS 

∑ Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a son of Utah and a 
good friend, Mr. Harris H. Simmons, 
who today, by the selection of his 
peers, becomes the next chairman of 
the American Bankers Association. I 
am honored to highlight a few of his 
accomplishments, including his signifi-

cant contributions to the banking 
world and to the State of Utah. 

Mr. Simmons is currently the chair-
man, president and CEO of Zions 
Bancorporation. With its corporate of-
fices in Salt Lake City, UT, Zions oper-
ates in Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and 
Washington. It is included in the S&P 
500 Index, and is a national leader in 
Small Business Administration lend-
ing. 

Harris started banking at the age of 
16, when as a summer job he filed can-
celed checks at Zions. He continued his 
work at Zions in the investment de-
partment as he studied economics at 
the University of Utah. Harris then left 
Utah for a period as he furthered his 
studies and received an M.B.A. from 
Harvard Business School. 

Upon graduating, Harris took a job in 
Houston, TX for Allied Bancshares. 
After a year and a half, he returned to 
Zions and became the chief financial 
officer at the age of only 27. Nine years 
later he was named president and CEO 
of the multibillion-dollar asset bank 
holding company which has seen fan-
tastic growth and success as it has 
helped build communities and business 
under his leadership. 

In addition to his professional accom-
plishments, Harris has been an invalu-
able member of the Utah community. 
He has served as president of the Utah 
Foundation, chairman of the Utah 
Symphony, and chairman of the Eco-
nomic Development Corporation of 
Utah. He currently serves as president 
of the Shelter-the-Homeless Com-
mittee, as well as cochairman of the 
Utah Committee of the Newcomen So-
ciety of the United States. Most impor-
tantly, he is a loving husband and fa-
ther of four. 

This is but a small glimpse of Harris 
Simmons’ contributions and accom-
plishments. I commend him to my col-
leagues as they have the opportunity 
to meet with him as he serves in his 
new role with the American Bankers 
Association. The American Bankers 
Association is privileged to have Harris 
Simmons as its new chairman.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK SALO 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to salute Mark Salo, who is retir-
ing this fall after more than 31 years as 
the head of Planned Parenthood of San 
Diego and Riverside Counties, 
PPSDRC. A pioneer and visionary in 
the field of reproductive health care, 
he is a great champion of women’s 
health and freedom of choice. 

When Mark Salo began working with 
San Diego Planned Parenthood in 1974, 
it comprised one small clinic whose 12 
employees provided 5,000 patient visits 
a year. Today PPSDRC is the second- 
largest Planned Parenthood affiliate in 
the Nation, with an annual budget of 
$35 million and 400 employees who pro-
vide more than 200,000 patient visits. 

The San Diego/Riverside affiliate has 
been a pioneer in the expansion of med-

ical services to include vasectomies, 
tubal ligations, prenatal care, and 
mifepristone. PPSDRC oversees an 
Emmy-award-winning teen theatre and 
a variety of innovative teen outreach 
programs. It offers local midlife serv-
ices, male and female sterilization 
services, and a thriving prenatal prac-
tice. 

Mark has reached across the border 
from San Diego to build a Planned Par-
enthood of truly international scope by 
developing and funding a binational 
program in northern Baja California, 
Mexico. PPSDRC’s ‘‘Mexico Fund’’ sup-
ports five medical facilities in the poor 
colonias around Tijuana and funds con-
traceptive programs in the foreign- 
owned manufacturing plants known as 
maquiladoras. 

Over the years, Mark has also be-
come the most visible public advocate 
of reproductive rights in the San Diego 
region. He represents Planned Parent-
hood through television news, inter-
view shows, debate forums, newspaper 
commentaries, and live radio appear-
ances. 

I know that everyone who values 
women’s health and reproductive free-
dom will join me in saluting Mark Salo 
and sending him best wishes for a well- 
earned, active retirement.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:22 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, announced that the House 
has passed the following bill, in which 
it requests the concurrence of the Sen-
ate: 

H.R. 2123. An act to reauthorize the Head 
Start Act to improve the school readiness of 
disadvantaged children, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3765. An act to extend through Decem-
ber 31, 2007, the authority of the Secretary of 
the Army to accept and expend funds con-
tributed by non-Federal public entities to ex-
pedite the processing of permits; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following measure was read the 
second time and placed on the cal-
endar: 

S. 1771—To express the sense of Congress 
and to improve reporting with respect to the 
safety of workers in the response and recov-
ery activities related to Hurricane Katrina, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 
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